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Vulnerability assessments are useful to 
identify how different stressors intersect and 
to capture the compounding effects of 
social, cultural and economic factors. A 
variety of techniques can be used to assess 
the vulnerability of people at different 
scales. Projects presented in this panel used 
methods such as Focus Group Discussions, 
s t r u c t u r e d  h o u s e h o l d  i n t e r v i e w s ,  
participatory assessments, and quantitative 
tools. All projects paid special attention to 
the gender dimensions of vulnerability; 
however, the research took place in different 
contexts. In some projects, the intention was 
to capture the nature of rural-urban 
interactions and their role in shaping 
differential vulnerability, while others were 
located in distinctly rural or urban 
environments. An important aspect of the 

p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  c o n n e c t i n g  
vulnerability analyses to policy. A variety of 
approaches are used to this effect; namely 
involving local populations as enumerators, 
women safety audits to negotiate with 
urban planners, poverty mapping, and 
viewing policymakers as stakeholders.  

Climate change policies must be targeted and relevant to 
help support local adaptation effectively.  Quality research 
can help inform these policies; however, it is challenging to 
build long-term relationships with policymakers and 
communicate research results in a manner that is suitable for 
their uptake.  In this session, panellists described their 
experience in engaging policymakers at a local and regional 
level. They recommended that researchers gain an 
understanding of the policy environment they work in and 
recognize who are the powerful ministries and individuals. 
Engaging policymakers at the beginning of a study can help 
to generate their support for the results.  However, 
researchers should recognize that results need to be shared 

with policymakers at favourable moments to increase their 
receptiveness.  In addition, research outcomes should be 
packaged to meet policymakers' needs and include a few 
concrete recommendations for them to move forward with.
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Participants discussed the use of 
vulnerability assessments in 
c l i m ate  c h a n g e  a d a p t at i o n  
research.  They agreed that 
vulnerability can be measured in 
many different ways so there is no 
single method that is superior to 
another.  Prior to beginning a 
vulnerability assessment it is useful 
to consider why vulnerability is 
being evaluated and the end user 
of this information.  

During this session, strategies to 
effectively translate research into 
policy were also explored.  Many 

agreed that research takes a long 
time and this may not match the 
timeframe in which policymakers 
have to make decisions.  It was 
suggested to integrate short-term 
and long-term objectives into 
studies and use preliminary data to 
engage with policymakers in their 
preferred timeframe. Strategic 
alliances with multiple partners 
can help bring research messages 
to policymakers at a local, regional, 
and national level.  The messages 
need to be simple and in a 
language that policymakers 
understand.

In the concluding session, participants 
discussed the ways in which future 
collaborations are envisaged for the 
researchers working on climate adaptation 
and water issues in Asia. Anjal Prakash made 
a short presentation on the major cross 
cutting themes for collaborations. There 
were four major challenges faced by the 
researchers. They border on capacity 
building,  communicating research,  
influencing policies and shared learning. 
The idea of forming learning alliance and 
community of practice on climate 
adaptation and water was discussed. 

Developing a network to share resources 
and knowledge would build on the 
synergies between researchers that were 
initiated during this meeting. Electronic 
communication is helpful to maintain 
regular contact with others and wiki can be 
used for this purpose. In addition, IDRC's 
Climate Change and Water newsletter can 
highlight opportunities to communicate 
research results. The researchers broadly 
agreed on working through thematic 
groups to aggregate the research and share 
it with a larger group to build a critical mass 
for better policy impact. 
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